
CHITON SQUAMOSUS. 

Character Genericus. 

Animal Doris. 

*Tejlce plures, longitudinaliter digeftae dorfo in- 

cumbentes. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. p. 1106. 

Character Specific us, &c. 

CHITON tefta odlovalvi femiftriata, margin® 

fquamulofo. 

CHITON tefta odlovalvi femiftriata, corpora 

fquamulofo. 

Lin. Muf. Ulr. 465. 

CHITON fquamofus, tefta feptemvalvi. 

Chemn. Chiton, t. 1. f. 4. 

Rupibus adhaeret, ut plurimum, genus Chiton, 

patellarum more; continetque fpecies fatis numero- 

fas, quibus fi negarit natura pulchritudinem, miram. 

certe conceflit conformationem, e plurimis quafi. 

zonis teftaceis conftantem. Oras incolit America- 

nas fpecies quam depinximus, inter maximas habita 

fui 



fui generis: color ejus caeruleo-virefcens venulis 

atomifque obfcurioribus variatur. 

Suave eft philofopho contemplari generalem quan- 

dam fimilitudinem, quae interdum mira et manifefta 

eft in animalibus penitus diverfis, nec ulla affinitate 

inter fe conjundis. In hoc ipfo fcilicet Chitmis ge- 

nere, tefta qua obducitur animal loricae fimillima 

eft qua muniuntur Dafypodes. Quod contigit quo- 

que infedis quae continet Onifci genus; quorum fpe- 

cies communis, quae et officinalis dicitur, hanc ip- 

fam ob caufam nomine Linnaeano Onifcus Armadillo 

nuncupatur. 
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THE 

SCALY CHITON. 

Generic Character. 

Animal refembling a Doris. 

Shell confiding of feveral fegments difpofed lon¬ 

gitudinally in the back. 

I Specific Character. 

CHITON with the fhell commonly confiding of 

eight valves; the margin fcaly. 

The genus Chiton is generally found adhering to 

rocks, like fome of the Lepades. The fpecies, 

which are pretty numerous, are lefs remarkable for 

beauty than for Angularity of drufture; being com- 

pofed of feveral didindt fhelly bounds. The fpecies 

here reprefented is one of the larged, and is a native 

of the American coads. Its general color is a blue- 

ifli green, variegated with veins and fpecks of 

darker and lighter colors. It is curious to contem¬ 

plate the fimilarity in point of general form, which 

fometimes takes place between animals of the mod 

didant tribes, and which have no real affinity to each 

other. Thus in the prefent genus, the inhabiting 

animals are covered with an armour refembling that 

of 



of the Dafypodes or Armadillos amongft quadru¬ 

peds ; and the infe&s of the genus Onifcus are 

formed on a fimilar plan; the officinal or common 

fpecies in particular, which has obtained its trivial 

name from this very circumftance. 


